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to experience the fishing, snorkeling and just plain 
relaxing fun that Ambergris Caye in Belize offers 
you will want to come along.  Journey Travel and 
I have done all the work, getting the best airfare, 
lodging and guide service available.  You just pack 
your bags and join us.  We are leaving on May 6th 
and returning on the 14th.  The trip includes three 
days of fishing the flats, with two to a boat and 
your own guide, and an optional day of snorkeling.  
There is plenty of time set aside for exploring on 
your own and relaxing by the pool. To learn all 
about this great trip, give Sandy at Journey Travel 
a call at 509-662-7775. 

I want to remind anglers that there are some 
excellent videos on fishing in Pateros, the Methow 
and Okanogan rivers available on my web site.  
Just go to fishingmagician.com and click on the 
Fishing TV Page.  If you don’t find an interesting 
show on this page, click on the Archives and you 
can scroll through all the shows and find the ones 
you want.  Also, very popular right now is the 
show on the How To Page on How to Fish with a 
bobber and jig.  This is a step by step description of 
the tackle you need and how to put it all together.

Winter is a great time to be out fishing here in 
Eastern Washington.  There are a lot of options 
and I plan to get out and take advantage of as 
many as possible! 

We have had some much needed rain to raise 
the levels of area streams and now they are in the 
best fishing shape of the season.  Steelhead fishing 
continues to be very good in the Pateros area and 
great on the Methow.  Many don’t take advantage 
of it, but the fishing here in Eastern Washington 
can be the best of the year.

 If you have ever wanted to fish for steelhead in 
Pateros, on the Methow or Okanogan, don’t miss 
the free seminars that Howard’s on the River is 
offering on Thursday, November 19th.  Three of 
the biggest names in steelhead fishing will be there 
to share their tackle and techniques.  Leading off 
the evening will be fly fishing guide Jeff Brazda, 
who has taken steelhead all over the state and 
limits his fly fishing clients at an incredible rate on 
the Methow.  Next up will be Rick Graybill, former 
guide and expert on fishing with a bobber and jig 
on the Columbia River.  He will show you how 
he rigs and what he recommends for consistently 
taking steelhead on the big water.  Finally, Shane 
Magnuson, of Upper Columbia Guide Service, 
will share how he catches steelhead on the smaller 
tributaries of the Columbia—from drifting Corkies 
to pulling plugs. Prior to the seminars there will 
be an optional dinner served.  The menu includes 
your choice of the River’s Restaurant steak chili 
or half chicken, pasta salad and cornbread, all for 
just $14.  Dinner starts at five and the seminars at 
six.  There will be door prizes handed out during 
the seminars that will be good for dinners at 
local restaurants, gas cards and more.  For more 
information call 509-923-2200.   Howard’s on the 

There are many lakes that 
are open throughout the region and some of the 
biggest fish are taken in the fall and winter.  Lake 
Roosevelt trout fishing is just plain amazing, and 
then throw in the chance to catch some of the 
biggest kokanee in the state it is well worth the 
effort.  We have one of the best winter fly fishing 
streams that you will find anywhere.  Rocky 
Ford Creek regularly produces rainbow that are 
bigger than most anglers catch in a lifetime of 
trout fishing.  I should also mention Rufus Wood 
Reservoir.  The last time I fished for steelhead 
below Priest Rapids Dam I caught three triploids 
that weighed between 2 and 3 pounds.  Imagine 
how I would have done on Rufus where I would 
have targeting them!  There are some anglers that 
fish the upper end of the reservoir this time of 
year for both triploids and walleye and have great 
fishing.  This is something I plan to do this winter.  
It should be fantastic.  This is not the time to put 
away the fishing tackle.  Winter fishing in Central 
Washington can be outstanding. Bundle up and 
get out and do it!

As many of you know, my wife Eileen and 
I have traveled to Belize many times and have 
hosted trips to Ambergris Caye.  The people that 
have come on these trips have enjoyed amazing 
fishing for tarpon, permit, bonefish, barracuda 
and other species.  Everyone has loved the resort, 
which will prepare your catch and deliver it to 
your room, and the family that provides the guide 
service has been terrific.  I just got the schedule 
for another trip in May.  If you have ever wanted 

River offered this same dinner and seminar on 
steelhead fishing last year at this time, and it was a 
huge success.  I should also mention that there is a 
steelhead “contest” planned for the following day.  
The angler that turns in the longest steelhead will 
win some great prizes, too.  Details on the contest 
will be announced at the seminars.

 This is the time of year that many anglers put 
the tackle box and rods and reels in a corner of the 
garage and forget about fishing until the spring.  
Boy, are these people missing out.  Some of the 
best fishing that you can imagine happens right 
now.  There are anglers that travel from all over 
the country to fish for steelhead in our area.  If 
you haven’t fished for steelhead on the Columbia 
River or the Methow or Okanogan you just don’t 
know what you are missing.  Steelhead are one of 
the most spectacular fish you can catch, anywhere.  
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Plan to spend the weekend fishing for 
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Nothing is more valuable than your playtime. That is 
why BRP is dedicated to continually fi nding new and 

better ways to help you enjoy your favorite powersports.better ways to help you enjoy your favorite powersports.


