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 We’re heading into prime time for fish-
ing on the upper Columbia River.  The summer-run 
salmon bite has definitely improved recently.  More 

fish are being taken from both above and below Wells 
Dam, off the mouth of the Okanogan, and around the 

corner at Pelican.  Heck, they’re still catching sockeye 
in the Brewster Pool.

 I spent a day on the water with Shane 
Magnuson, Upper Columbia Guide Services, recently, 

to see what the fishing was like.  I had my camera 
along to tape get some video on fishing on the upper 
Columbia for my Fishing TV Show.  He had two cli-

ents on board, one from Butte, Montana, and the other 
from Elyria Ohio.  This is how the day went.

 We started before first light at the area 
known as Pelican.  It is up around the corner toward 

Bridgeport from the Brewster Pool.  This is just below 

where the river takes a sharp bend, and kings often lay 
in the channel here.  We had a fish in the boat before 
it was light enough to use my camera!  The 15-pound 

king hit a Super Bait, behind a flasher.  We kept at 
it here until full light, and then headed down and 

across the pool to the channel below the mouth of the 
Okanogan.

 We lined up in the channel, put the baits 
out, and had a fish on in less than 10 minutes!  The 
fish threw the hook before we got a chance to get a 

look at it, but we though for sure we were in for some 
fast action here.  While we trolled we watched several 
boats land sockeye.  There are still a surprising num-

ber of anglers targeting sockeye.  I can see why.  Even 
though the sockeye numbers have thinned, there are 

still a lot of bright ones being taken, and the occasional 
king is grabbing the sockeye gear.

 We stuck with the Brewster Pool for a 
couple of hours, and only landed one other salmon.  It 
was less than 12 inches and was released.  While this 
was going on, Shane was already planning his next 

move.  He was brining plug-cut herring.

 He turned the boat south and we ran to the 
launch in Pateros.  We put the boat back on the trailer 
and from there we traveled in our separate vehicles to 

the launch about two miles above Wells Dam.  

 When we arrived at the fishing grounds, 
Shane changed strategy.  He did keep a Super Bait 
behind a flasher out on one rod, but the other three 

were set out with straight herring.  Shane explained 
that the water was a bit cooler in this area of the river 

and the herring bite had been pretty good.  He also 
said that he had caught fish as shallow as 11 feet and 
as deep as 40 here, but most were in the range of 25 

feet deep.

 We began trolling a path that took us close 
to the new debris barrier, turning above the top end of 
the barrier and back down.  We kept at this for some 
time before we saw a rod tip start to bounce.  Shane 
grabbed the rod, set the hook and turned it over to 

Greg Thomas, the fellow from Butte.  He had yet to 
land a fish, and he sure picked a good time for it to be 

his turn.  

 The fish ran Thomas around the boat 
a couple of times and refused to come to the boat.  

Thomas would crank it in a ways and then loose all 
that he gained and more when the fish decided to 

keep its distance from the boat.  When Shane finally 
slipped the net under the fish and hauled it aboard we 
all were astounded.  It was a whopper.  Shane guessed 
its weight at 37 pounds!  It was a sleek bright fish, too. 
We weren’t done yet either.  Rod Hartman, from Ohio, 
got another small king in the before we called it quits.  

It was a great day, and I got it all on video.  

 I think that the possibility of catching this 
number of kings of this size and quality would be 

good enough reason not to give up on the summer run 
salmon season just yet.  I even heard of anglers casting 

Super Baits from the shore above Wells Dam taking 
fish with fair consistency.  I have got to give that a try.  
Imagine battling one of these big fish from the bank!

 I want to remind everyone that the 
Director’s Roundtable is coming up on September 

8th in Brewster.  It will be held at the Columbia Cove 
Recreation Building, which is near the launch, and is 

to begin at 5:30.  

 If you haven’t noticed, the steelhead 
numbers this year are very, very good.  In fact I was 

told that they are well above the 10 year average.  
Over 304,000 have already passed over Bonneville 

Dam.  An amazing 15,000-plus have come over Priest 
Rapids Dam.  The wild to hatchery ration is very good 
this year, too.  Things look very bright for this year’s 
season on the Columbia and the tributaries.  If you 

are a steelhead angler I would start getting your gear 
together.  The season may open well in advance of last 

year.  I can’t say exactly when, but I would keep an 
eye on the Department of Fish and Wildlife web site 

for announcement sometime soon.

 After my experience aboard Shane’s boat it 
is hard to think ahead about steelhead fishing.  I want 
to get in on more of this summer run salmon action.  

It’s excititng!

Reach Dave at: 
www.FishingMagician.com

or Fishboy@nwi.net
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Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.
(509) 663-5191 • (800) 750-2318

5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere

Get an Early Start!Get an Early Start!
15-300 HP

FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR

Radical 453

With Gortex 1 Year 
Waterproof Guarantee

For Huntin, Hikin, or FishinFor Huntin, Hikin, or Fishin

662-8472
811. S. Wenatchee Ave
Open : Sat. 8-4 • Tues.-Fri 8-6

884-3558  www.bobfeil.com 2131 Sunset Hwy. East Wenatchee  
Mon-Sat. 8-5:30The Place To Buy A Boat!

$$9,9959,995

15’ Lodge Sport
25hp Mercury
4 Stroke EFI

Power Trim & Tilt
EZ Loader Trailer

16’ Tracer
50hp Mercury
4 Stroke EFI

Power Trim & Tilt
EZ Loader Trailer

$$15,99515,995

Get Your

USED 2006 Winnebago Aspect 29’USED 2006 Winnebago Aspect 29’

WWW.DLSRV.COM
SALES: 509.662.1668 • SERVICE: 662.1667 • PARTS: 662.1660

*Photos for Illustration Only. Plus Tax, License, Doc Fee & After All Rebates & Discounts. Vin #s Available at Dealership Expires 9/8/10

• Class B• Class B
• 2 Slideouts• 2 Slideouts
• Generator

• Air Conditioning• Air Conditioning
• Microwave• Microwave
• Low Miles

#6848#6848

Sale PriceSale Price  $$64,90064,900


