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We We HaveHave Moved
 Moved

  The kings are coming, the kings are 
coming!  The fi sh counts really took off last week and 
the number of summer runs passing over Rock Island 

Dam hit as high as 1,500 per day.  Sockeye numbers are 
ever higher, much higher.  As many as 2,000 sockeye 

headed over Rock Island, but I expect this number to be 
passed, even double or tripled very soon.  It looks like 
the folks that signed up for the CCA Salmon Derby, 
sponsored by Hooked on Toys and Town Ford are 

going to be busy this weekend.

 Just to give it some perspective, I fi shed 
below Wanapum Dam on Monday, July 2nd with Shane 

Magnuson, Upper Columbia Guide Services, and a 
couple of his fi shing buddies; including Tom Redifer, 
Rosco Tolman and Todd Dragoo.  At that time only 

5,000 kings had come over Priest Rapids and 18,000 
sockeye.  Now that they have counted over 13,000 

kings and over 110,000 sockeye!  Hang onto your hats.  
Kings and sockeye are going to be pouring up river at an 

amazing rate.

 The water was rough in the morning at 
Wanapum and there was a big crowed of boats fi shing 

in the bay right below the entrance road to the dam.  We 
fi shed four king rods for a couple of hours and lost two 
fi sh.  Wanting to get some action right away, Magnuson 
put out two rods rigged for kings, and two rods set up 
to attract sockeye.  That changed things dramatically.  

Not only did we start fi lling the cooler with big, bright 
sockeye the king bite got better, too.  A couple of times 
we would be trying to reel in a sockeye and a king rod 
would go off.  There was a real scramble in the boat 

while we tried to get the sockeye in, clear the other rods 
and land the king.  

 I was up in the bow shooting video for one 
of my Fishing TV shows, and when Redifer and Tolman 
both had a limit of sockeye and a king in the fi sh box, 

they offered to let me join the rotation.  I gladly put the 
camera down, and in less than an hour I had a king and 
a limit of sockeye!  We weren’t the only ones keeping 
busy.  Fish were being caught all around us.  Sockeye 

were coming through in waves and you could see them 
fl ipping around next to the bank at the top of the eddy.  

Not only were people getting sockeye, the king bite was 
the best I have seen in the four years I have fi shed down 
here with Magnuson.  Even better news for those who 

have a particular interest in sockeye is  that, according to 
Magnuson, the smallest fi sh we landed was larger than 

the biggest sockeye taken last year.

 On the king rods Magnuson was running 
Plug Cut Super Baits behind Pro Troll fl ashers.  He 

had a tub of tuna handy to stuff the lures, and the tuna 
was scented with his Graybill’s Guide Formula in 

the salmon fl avor.  One thing that he did that seemed 
to help spur the bite was to change the length of his 

leader.  A slightly shorter leaded was more productive 
on this particular morning.  On the sockeye rods he 

was using a size 0 silver dodger with the bright prism 
overlay.  Behind the dodger he had a lead of about 15 
inches and a bright pink squid with a double hook tie, 

baited with shrimp.

 If you would like to get more details on 
exactly how Magnuson rigs for summer runs kings, 
you will want to attend the seminar at Town Ford on 
Wednesday, July 25th, starting at 6 p.m.  If you have 
never been to one of these you will be amazed at how 
much detail Magnuson shares about his salmon fi shing 
techniques.  Also at the seminar will be Ron Oules of 
Reel-Lentless Guide Service in Brewster.  Oules will 

be focusing his presentation on how to fi sh for sockeye 
at Wells Dam and in the Brewster Pool.  Oules has 

been fi shing and guiding in the Brewster area for years 
and will have some valuable information to pass on 

to anglers.  There should be plenty of both kings and 
sockeye available to anglers in the Wells to Brewster 
Pool stretch of the Columbia by then, so this seminar 

will really help give you an edge on how to catch good 
numbers of them.

 I want to give trout anglers out there a 
reminder of a couple of rule changes that occur after the 
4th of July.  Popular Beehive Reservoir in the Wenatchee 
Heights switches to catch and release fi shing with no bait 
allowed.  This often catches some anglers by surprise so 

I wanted to let you know.  Also, another very popular 
trout lake, Jameson, is now closed to fi shing.  It will re-
open in October for a month, and for many serious trout 

anglers the fall is their favorite time to fi sh Jameson.  

 The Icicle Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
will be holding a Kids Fishing Derby at the Acclimation 
Pond on Blackbird Island in Leavenworth sometime in 
the next few weeks.  They are waiting for the steelhead 
in the pond to smolt and enter the Wenatchee River.  I 

will keep you posted and get you a date when I get one.

 Also, click on the Travel button on the 
navigation bar on my Home Page.  I have added a 

fi shing calendar for the Sea of Cortez.  This will give 
you an idea of the kinds of fi sh we will be chasing on 
the trip in November.  You can learn more by calling 

Journey Travel and Tours at 877-335-1153.
 

 My next trip will be to Banks Lake.  I hear 
the bass fi shing is fantastic and I am going to try for 

some walleye, too!

Reach Dave at:  www.FishingMagician.com
or Fishboy@nwi.net

2131 Sunset Hwy. East Wenatchee  
Monday-Saturday - 8:30-5:30

884-3558  www.bobfeil.com
The Place To Buy A Boat!

1) Selling price $13,995 for 120 months @ 5.99% APR with $3,000 cash down. 2) Selling Price $18,495 for 120 months @ 5 .99% APR with $4,000 cash down.
All cash down includes tax, license & doc fee. All on approved credit.

STK#19939STK#19939

Only
$$1371375050

PER MONTH (1)PER MONTH (1)
5.0 L Mercruiser, Galvenized Trailer, 

Wake Bioard Tower, Bimini Top

2004 Bayliner 205 BR

STK#19948STK#19948

Only
$$1801809494

PER MONTH (2)PER MONTH (2)
5.0 L Mercruiser, Custom Axle Trailer,

Wake Board Tower, Bimini Top
Extended Swim Platform

2005 Bayliner 205 XT
MAKE YOUR SUMMER SPECTACULAR IN A BOAT!MAKE YOUR SUMMER SPECTACULAR IN A BOAT!

Featuring Discovery Channel’sFeaturing Discovery Channel’s

Deadliest Catch, Sig Hansen
Friday, July 20

6:00pm Crab Feed6:00pm Crab Feed
$25 per person*$25 per person*

*If you attend the crab feed,*If you attend the crab feed,
you must purchase a show ticket.you must purchase a show ticket.

509-667-7874509-667-7874
www.towntoyotacenter.comwww.towntoyotacenter.com
1300 Walla Walla Ave., Wenatchee1300 Walla Walla Ave., Wenatchee

Presented by:Presented by:

7:30pm Show7:30pm Show
$20 per person$20 per person

509.662.1660509.662.1660

ARMY AMMO CANSARMY AMMO CANS
OVER 2700 CANS IN STOCK NOWOVER 2700 CANS IN STOCK NOW

6 DIFFERENT SIZES6 DIFFERENT SIZES STARTING AT STARTING AT $$7.777.77
WON’T LAST LONG! • FIRST COME FIRST SERVE!WON’T LAST LONG! • FIRST COME FIRST SERVE!
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