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 The Columbia Basin Kids Fishing Derby at Connelly 
Park was the best ever this year.  The Moses Lake Irrigation 
and Rehabilitation District hosts the event, which is 
sponsored by Pepsi.  The fishing was terrific, so the kids 
had a ball.  There were a lot of 2-pound fish turned in.  The 
first fish that was caught turned out to be the biggest fish 
of the day, weighing 2 pounds, ten ounces, and won the 
youngster that caught it a night’s free camping and a half-
day pontoon boat rental at the Cove Resort on Fish Lake.  
Boy, was he thrilled.  I am really looking forward to the 
Rock Island Kids Free Fishing Day that takes place at the 
Pit Pond on Saturday.  The Department of Fish and Wildlife 
has loaded the pond with trout and I hear they put some 

whoppers in there this year.  

 The “Something Catchy” Kokanee Derby at Lake 
Chelan was a success, with over 275 fish turned in.  There 
were forty anglers in the derby this year, and they really 
got the fish.  The winning team of Aaron Kelly and Dan 
Beckwick landed a total weight of 45 pounds of kokanee 
over two days.  They won $750.00 for their effort.  The 
biggest kokanee weighed in the derby was 2 pounds, four 
ounces.  There was a competition between the Eastside and 
Westside guides and the Eastside guides came out on top.  

Everyone is excited about next year.

 I have a great week of fishing lined up and I hope you 
do, too.  Get your yard work done.  There is some terrific 

fishing going on and you don’t want to miss it!

 This past week was a terrific fishing week here in 
North Central Washington.  I got out on Banks Lake and 
practiced for the Triple Fish Derby that is coming up toward 
the end of the month.  There was a very successful kid’s 
derby on Moses Lake, and another very successful derby on 
Lake Chelan for kokanee.  Things are really looking up this 

spring!  It just gets better and better.

 Last Wednesday Eric Granstrom and I met Keith 
Jensen, of Big Wally’s Guide Service, at Coulee Playland.  
We had planned to do a new TV Show on fishing for walleye 
on Banks Lake, but the Triple Fish Challenge is coming up 
on April 26th and 27th on Banks, so we decided to see how 
we could do fishing for rainbow trout, smallmouth and 
walleye.  Jensen was up for the challenge and we didn’t 

have to go far to get started.

 He ran us across the bay from Coulee Playland to a 
point and we put our bottom walkers and spinners down in 
about 40 feet of water.  We were marking fish and Jensen 
put a nice 20-inch walleye in the live well pretty quickly.  
We were still getting bites and even landing a few short fish, 
but we left this spot and headed down toward the main lake.  
We fished on the back side of Steamboat Rock and even ran 
over to Barker Flats and tried that for a while.  We were still 
just getting small fish, so we decided to see if we could find 

any smallmouth bass.

 Jensen took us just inside Devils Punch Bowl to a 
shallow flat that he felt sure would have some fish on it.  
It did.  We were casting crank baits and on his first cast 
he caught about a 2-pound smallmouth.  Not long after I 
hooked a slightly bigger one.  Then he got a couple more, 
even one that he thought may be the biggest one he has ever 

I thought we were going to scrape the 
rod tips on the rocks, but that is where 
the trout were holding.  We hadn’t gone 
20 feet and the inside rod folded over 
and rainbow broke water.  It was a nice 
16- or 17-inch fish, and we celebrated 
getting our third species.  We put 
the gear back out and once again we 
hadn’t gone far when another rainbow 
of about the same size smacked the 
plug.  We ran out of shore line here so 
we headed up to the dam at the very 
top of Banks, and started doing the 
same thing.  It worked here, too.  We 
got more rainbow, but not as big as the 

ones we landed down below.

 We had our three species, but just 
one keeper walleye.  It was worth another look at the point 
where we started our day, and when we got there the screen 
lit up with fish.  Jensen put two more keepers in the live 
well before we called it a day.  What a day it was, too.  We 
got all three species and the one I was worried about was the 
smallmouth.  I hadn’t ever fished for smallies this early in 
the season and this was our best fishing of the day!  I think 
that there are going to be some impressive catches turned in 
for the Triple Fish Challenge this year.  If you want to learn 
more about this derby you can find all the details and even 
register on line by going to grandcouleedam.org.  You can 
also just go to my web site and click on the ad at the top 
right of my Home Page.  It will take you right to the derby 
page.  There is a video of our day on Bank on my Fishing 

TV Page.

caught on Banks.  Granstrom put the video camera down 
and got a couple, too.  I am not sure how many smallmouth 
we caught on this small flat, but it was a bunch.  We got them 
all on a Flicker Shad or a Bomber in the crawfish pattern.  
This was some of the hottest smallmouth fishing that I have 
ever had for bigger fish.  I think anglers are going to do very 

well fishing smallmouth for the Triple Fish Derby.

 We hadn’t tried for rainbow yet, and Jensen was 
headed full speed to the top end of the lake, but decided to 
make a detour.  He said that there was a rip rap bank that he 
has always wanted to fish for rainbow and now was as good 
a time as any.  He pulled ourta pair of Fetha Styx kokanee 
style rods, put some Rippin’ Minnow plugs way out behind 
the boat and started trolling.  He was so close to the bank 
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FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR

Radical 453

With Gortex 1 Year 
Waterproof Guarantee

For Huntin, Hikin, or FishinFor Huntin, Hikin, or Fishin

662-8472
811. S. Wenatchee Ave
Open : Sat. 8-4 • Tues.-Fri 8-6

Buy 5 Pairs of Socks
Get 1 FREE!

Book your
Fishing Trip Now!

509-860-6497
www.moonsguideservice.com

Book your
Hunting Trip Now!

509-860-6497
www.northflightwaterfowl.com

2014 Springdale’s
2014 Springdale’sTHE NEWTHE NEW

202 QBWE................ 24’11”
225 RBGLWE ........... 26’3”
260 SRT ................... 28’6”
266 RLSSRWE ......... 28’11”
267 BHSSRWE ......... 28’11”
294 BHSSRWE ......... 32’9”

COME CHECKCOME CHECK
THEM OUT!THEM OUT!
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3810 CHELAN HIGHWAY3810 CHELAN HIGHWAY
WENATCHEEWENATCHEE

WWW.DLSRV.COMWWW.DLSRV.COM
SALES: 509.670.7836SALES: 509.670.7836

Date/Time/Place 
April 26 & 27, 2014 

Coulee Playland Resort on Banks Lake in 
Electric City, WA 
Two Age Classes (youth & adult) 

Three fish species 

Blast off at 9am both days 

Weigh your largest Rainbow Trout, Walleye 
& Smallmouth Bass each day 

 

ARE YOU TOUGH ENOUGH TO FISH THE TRIPLE FISH CHALLENGE? 

Prizes Awarded For: 
Big fish in each species each day 

Total stringer weight each day 

Total combined weight for the        
2-day tournament 

Achilles Inflatable Boat & Yamaha 
outboard motor GRAND PRIZE 

Weigh your largest Smallmouth Bass, Walleye and Rainbow Trout each day.  Total combined weight for 
2-day tournament wins the GRAND PRIZE Achilles Inflatable Boat & Yamaha Outboard Motor 

Sponsored By: 

401 Coulee Blvd. E. 
Electric City, WA  99123 
509-633-2671 

 

For more informa on or to register online go to: 
www.grandcouleedam.org/fishingtournaments.html 

Grand 
Prize 

Grand Coulee Dam Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
509-633-3074 

Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.
(509) 782-1844 • (800) 750-2318 • 5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere(509) 782-1844 • (800) 750-2318 • 5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere

REPOWER WITH EVINRUDE!REPOWER WITH EVINRUDE!
Get an Early Start!Get an Early Start!

15-300 HP


