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 The summer run salmon season on the 
Upper Columbia River is off to a great start.  There 
were very good numbers of fresh kings landed in 

the vicinity of Wenatchee, more than I expected for 
the early season.  The dam counts don’t indicate 

many fish in our area yet, but surprising numbers of 
kings were weighed in at the Hooked on Toys derby 

by Saturday.  Fishing will just get better as more 
kings make their way to our area.

 I stared the season below Wanapum 
Dam. For the third year,  Shane Magnuson, Upper 
Columbia Guide Services has invited me and other 
friends to join him, knowing that there would be 
fish available by July 1st.  Conditions were much 
better than last year at this time.  The “slide” that 
sends water over the dam and sends up a plume 
of water 50 feet high wasn’t running this past 

Thursday, and there weren’t the side winds that 

made navigating the small eddy 
below the dam very interesting last 

year.  

 There were lots of boats at 
the launch in the morning.  I would 
say that if you wanted to avoid the 
line you would have had to be there 

by about 3 a.m.  By five there were at 
least twenty boats lined up above the 
narrow put in.  The water was very 
high, too, which is actually a bless-

ing here.  It reduces the distance you 
have to back down between the barri-

ers.

 The bite was pretty fair all morning 
long.  I watched boats land kings all around us, 

throughout the morning.  There was no particular 
“bite”, just sporadic action, and no particularly hot 
spot below the dam.  Amanda Davis was first up, 
and had her king in the boat by 7:30.  Shane put 

me into a fish about two hours later, and about an 
hour after that Zach Robinson brought a fish to the 
net.  The kings ranged in size from about 10 to just 
under 20 pounds.  Two of the salmon hit Super Bait 

Cut Plugs, and the other took a plug cut herring.  
All were fished behind large flashers.

 
 There were sockeye rolling all along the 

face of the rip rap below the dam and there were 
very good numbers of them hooked by salmon 

anglers.  Sockeye may be retained, and the ones we 
saw being kept were quite large and of course the 

meat was that deep red that these fish are famous 
for.  The daily limit this season is six salmon, with 

up to three being adult Chinook.  Only one of 
which may be wild.  Sockeye must be at least 12 
inches to be retained, and all coho and steelhead 

must be released.  All tagged Chinook and sockeye 
must also be released.  There is an anti-snagging 
and night closure in effect for Rocky Reach Dam 

to Turtle Rock and the Okanogan and Similkameen 
rivers.

 A few days before the opening of salmon 
season I got the chance to fish Long Lake with 

Brian Muller and Velma Dunkin of Moses Lake.  
My wife Eileen and I were particularly excited 

about this trip, as we had never fished for walleye 
on Long Lake, and Brian had indicated that the 

fishing here was something special.  I usually have 
a few trips to Moses Lake for walleye under my 

belt by this time of year, but this would be my first 
walleye trip of the season.  

 I was also anxious to have Muller show 
me the ropes on Long Lake.  He had told me that 
there were some things to know about Long Lake 
and the general area we would be fishing before I 
would want to try it myself.  He was right.  There 
is a sunken rock not far from the launch, and now 
that I know where it is I know what to avoid.  He 

also showed us the canal that leads to Crescent 
Lake.  To run this canal for the first time would be 
a white knuckle affair.  Now I know there is plenty 
of water and no “surprises” and am looking forward 

to another trip.

 We were into fish in a short time after 
we left the rough launch the east end of Long Lake.  
Once Brian found a fish we were able to land sev-
eral, all within a short distance of where we put the 

Duckworth in the water.  The minimum size for 
walleye on Long Lake is 16 inches, and we released 
several fish at our first spot.  I was very busy “feed-

ing” the fish.  As I mentioned, this was my first 
walleye trip of the year and I was a bit rusty on the 
hook set technique that makes walleye fishing so 

challenging.

 We left Long Lake and traveled down 
the canal, passing under a bridge that I often cross 
over when visiting the Seep Lakes.  The canal can 

get very narrow at times, with basalt rock right 
down to the water.  The water ranged from 12 to 

25 feet deep, and in places where the canal opened 
up we were in water up to 50 feet deep.  When the 
wind is blowing one way and the current running 

the other, it can be tricky in the canal.  

 We found good fishing in Crescent Lake, 
and then ran up the canal back in the direction of 
Long Lake.  We drifted down the canal with our 
bottom walker and spinner rigs and caught some 

nice fish.  As we headed back to the launch, we had 
five keepers in the box, measuring from 16 to 20 

inches.  Thanks Brian!

Reach Dave at:
www.FishingMagician.com
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EVINRUDE!EVINRUDE!

Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.
(509) 663-5191 • (800) 750-2318

5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere

Get an Early Start!Get an Early Start!
15-300 HP

FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR

Radical 453

With Gortex 1 Year 
Waterproof Guarantee

For Huntin, Hikin, or Fishin

662-8472
811. S. Wenatchee Ave
Open : Sat. 8-4 • Tues.-Fri 8-6

WWW.DLSRV.COMWWW.DLSRV.COM • 800-280-0851 • 800-280-0851
SALES: 509.662.1668 • SERVICE: 662.1667 • PARTS: 662.1660SALES: 509.662.1668 • SERVICE: 662.1667 • PARTS: 662.1660

#3091

Used 2008 Southwind 35’Used 2008 Southwind 35’ GOING FISHING IN STYLE!GOING FISHING IN STYLE!
• LIKE NEW CONDITION• LIKE NEW CONDITION
• 2 SLIDES• 2 SLIDES
• MICROWAVE• MICROWAVE
• DOUBLE AIR CONDITIONING• DOUBLE AIR CONDITIONING
  

• ONLY 10,000 MILES• ONLY 10,000 MILES
• SIDE BY SIDE REFRIGERATOR• SIDE BY SIDE REFRIGERATOR
• TV W/SURROUND SOUND,• TV W/SURROUND SOUND,
   DVD   DVD

1630 N. Wenatchee Avenue, Suite #13(509) 888-6675
MONDAY - SATURDAY 9AM - 6PM • IN THE RED APPLE CENTER NEXT TO GROCERY OUTLET

Quality Tackle 
at Outlet Prices!at Outlet Prices!

Cast Your Eyes On T his!Cast Your Eyes On T his!

1904 Fruitvale Blvd in Yakima or $243 per month
Tax and license down 7.0% 120 mos. OAC

or $129 per month 

Mercury 90hp 4-stroke EFI
2007 JetCraft 1900

$20,995

$0 down 1.9% 60 mos. OAC

For Boats & ATV's
Shop Online 24/7

www.yvmarine.com
866-888-1021

New 550cc EFI
4x4 Automatic

$6,599

2005 Thunderjet 20’ Luxor
Full Top, Livewell & Fishbox, Tandem Trailer, 

Suzuki 115hp & 9.9hp 4 Strokes, 24v Minnkota 
with Charger, Bow Fish Finder, Fish Finder/GPS 
Combo at Helm, Cannon Downriggers, & More.

$28,995
or $298 per month

7.00% for 144 Mos w/Tax & License Down OAC


