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pounds.  This area is known for even larger kings later in 
the fall.  

This can be very challenging fishing as the water 
really piles up with the tide changes, and there are lots of 
boats working the same water.  We troll large herring on 
droppers near the bottom and are often battling clumps 
of weed and even Dungeness crabs when we let our baits 
drag too near the bottom.  It takes a really good boat 
handler to make all of this work right to catch fish, and 
Robinson is an old hand at this and makes it look easy.  We 
will also drop off some crab pots on our way out and pick 
them up on the way in.  We usually have a cooler crammed 
with crab, which makes me very popular  with my wife 
when I get home.

I do hope to get a trip or two in on the Columbia here 
before I leave for Oregon.  I would like to do some back 
trolling below Wells Dam and get some egg fish so I can 
get some cured up for use below Priest Rapids Dam.  I 
had some great trips down there last year.  From what I am 
hearing, the fishing is better there now than what it is in 
the lower river right now. 

Where ever I wind up fishing I know I will have a good 
time.  The weather is still warm and clear here with little 
wind, so it’s an idea time to be out on the water.  What 
ever I do I will be sure to share what happens with you.  
Hope to have a great report for you when you open your 
paper next week! 

September is always a busy month for me and this 
year is no different.  I have fished off the coast for tuna, 
returned to do some seminars on fall fishing and then 
traveled to the Columbia River Gorge for Fish Camp.  I 
came back in time for Salmon Fest in Leavenworth and 
now I will be heading for the Oregon coast to fish for coho 
and kings.  I am on the run and loving every minute of it.

I have already reported on the tuna trip, and if you want 
to see what it was like go to my Fishing TV Page and 
watch the action.  A big thanks goes to my brother Rick for 
doing a great job at Town Ford presenting his tackle and 
techniques for catching fall kings in the Hanford Reach.  
We also had a great crowd at the seminar I did on the same 
subject at Bob Feil Boats and Motors.  If you missed the 
seminars, be sure to check out the video on fishing for 
Fall Kings with Shane Magnuson on the Fishing TV Page.  
You will also want to watch the How to Cure Eggs video 
on the How To and What’s New show, too.  Eggs are very 
effective when fishing for fall kings in the Reach.

Eric Granstrom and I spent most of last week in the 
Columbia River Gorge, attending Fish Camp.  This is 
when writers and broadcasters and other media types 
get together for a few days of fishing and learning about 
outdoor-related products.  According to Ed Iman, organizer 
of the Camp, it is the largest gathering of outdoor media 
representatives in the Northwest.  Each morning we have 
breakfast at the cook shack and then divide up among the 
boats and hit the river for fishing.  This year, due to the 
big return of fall salmon, most of us went salmon fishing.  
A few did go fishing for smallmouth bass, walleye and 
sturgeon.  

Fishing was actually very tough this year.  Last year, in 
spite of very high winds, we all caught salmon every day.  

how the fishing was going down there, as he had been 
in this area since early September.  He told me he had a 
cancellation and had room for four people on Tuesday.  
Eric and I met Shane near a launch near Lyle, and Loren 
from Hevi-Beads and Lance from Mack’s Lure joined us.  
Instead of doing the hover fishing thing Shane was trolling 
flashers and Super Baits, and he really put on a show.  We 
landed a total of 21 fish that day!  Most were fall kings, 
but we released four tules and got a coho and a jack.  The 
next day Austin Moser broke out the flashers and Super 
Baits on his boat and whacked them, too.  

Once again we met a lot of great people at Fish Camp, 
and saw some great products.  It was like a reunion with 
many of the media folks, who have been going to Fish 
Camp for years, and some of the product people and those 
who took us fishing, too.  It is also very special to meet 
new people in this environment.  It is completely different 
than going to a sports show or product show where you 
spend very little time with them.   Eric was busy shooting 
video, so we will have lots of new content for our How To 
and What’s New TV Show.  You will also be seeing these 
products described on my Product Review Page.  Eric and 
I will both be busy getting this information together for 
you to check out in the next month or so.

Now I am getting ready for the trip to the Oregon coast.  
This is an annual event of sorts, too.  Richard Robinson, 
who grew up in the Rockaway area has invited me down 
for the past four years, and except for last year when we 
got blown off, have had very good fishing.  We fish in the 
Nehalem jetty, in the jaws, and venture outside when the 
wind and tides allow.  We catch a mix of Chinook salmon 
and coho, and some of them are big.  I have caught coho 
up to 16 pounds and some of the kings have been over 35 

The hot method was “hover” fishing, which is keeping a 
gob of eggs near the bottom in the heavy concentrations 
of salmon.  This year the fish weren’t biting.  People were 
coming off the river with maybe one or two fish per boat 
for their efforts.  The water temperature in the Columbia 
down there is still in the high sixties.  I have a hunch that 
when it cools a bit the bite will really turn on.

I had called Shane Magnuson prior to leaving to see 
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FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR

Radical 453

With Gortex 1 Year 
Waterproof Guarantee

For Huntin, Hikin, or Fishin

662-8472
811. S. Wenatchee Ave
Open : Sat. 8-4 • Tues.-Fri 8-6

Buy 5 Pairs of Socks
Get 1 FREE!

Book your
Fishing Trip Now!

509-860-6497
www.moonsguideservice.com

Book your
Hunting Trip Now!

509-860-6497
www.northflightwaterfowl.com

We Do It RIght the FIRst tIme
3777 N Clemons Suite A, East Wenatchee • 663-6308

Up past Airport, take a Left at Round About, Right behind Doug’s Diesel

Brakes • Ball Joints • Oil Changes
• Transmission Fluid Flushes • Fuel Filters

• Exhaust • Coolant Flushes • AC Service & More

Complete Light Truck Service!

Army

like us on

801 BENTON WAY • WENATCHEE

WWW.DLARMYSURPLUS.COM

SUrPLUS

New Items Arriving Weekly!

509.667.2769

New and Used
Metal Gas Cans

3 Sizes to Choose From

Check out our Website for more info!

2131 Sunset Hwy. East Wenatchee  
Monday-Fri - 8:30-5:30 • Sat - 9-4

884-3558  www.bobfeil.com
    The Place To Buy A Boat!

FREE
SUMMERIZE

with all winterizations

FREE 6TH MONTH 
OF STORAGE

with pre-paid 5 month package
Best rates in town!

FREE MINI DETAIL
With Winterize/Annual

Service Package.
*Can be done at time of Summerize

$20 OFF
SHRINK-WRAP

SERVICE
with coupon.

SUPER PACKAGE
• WINTERIZE
• ANNUAL SERVICE
• STANDARD DETAIL
• SHRINK WRAP
• 6TH MONTH OUTSIDE STORAGE
• SUMMERIZE

$899*

*17’ to 20’ IO Boats. See dealer for details.


