It looks like we are going to get
some wet weather through the Thanksgiving
Weekend. It may raise the water level a bit
of the tributaries open to steelhead fishing.
The good news is that there isn’t much wind
forecast to come with the rain, which will
make getting out on the water a little easier. It
would be a good time to give steelhead fishing
a try, or a trip to Rufus Woods Reservoir for
triploid rainbow or walleye.

I am sure that | will get out for
another steelhead trip or two before the end of
the month. | want to remind anglers that the
Department of Fish and Wildlife is planning to
close steelhead fishing at the end of the month.
They will then evaluate where we are in terms

numbers of wild fish released to date and the
abundance of hatchery fish in the system. Are-
opening of steelhead fishing will be determined.
The if and when and which rivers will be open
to fishing later on will be announced probably

get out and get your fishing in now.

I have been getting my share of
steelhead fishing in this season, and having a
great time with it. | have been able to fish the
main stem Columbia with a bobber and jig;

| had the opportunity to make a
trip to the Ford last week. One of my fishing ] t
. buddies, Tom Bartlett, was able to go along and bend, where there are some big boulders in the
after the first of the year; all the more reason to \ye headed for Ephrata with a stop at the Desert
Fly Angler. We wanted to check in with Darc
Knobel to get the latest information on what to ) - f Nt roc
use on the creek. Knobel said that there wasn’t ~ foot, five-weight with a floating line. Bartlett
any new secret formula to catching the big
rainbow, and using scuds or egg patterns under
an indicator or stripping mini leeches was still not landing many. Maybe he would have better

and landed three before | goofed and snapped
it off while releasing a fish. We determined
that a bright color was the way to go and since
that was my last orange scud, | was casting a
bright egg. Bartlett tied on a bright leech that
he had tied himself, caught a fish right away.
He had a couple in his box and gave me one
to try. It worked! We began catching fish
like crazy. It was obvious that we had found
a pack of those hungry, dumb fish that Knobel
had told us about. For the next hour or so we
caught fish constantly. When | broke off the
leech that Bartlett had given me | switched to a
white bunny leech and it worked great. When
it got too dark to tie on a fly we quit. It was an
amazing day at the Ford. We estimated that we

We began our day in the upper
third of the stream, just up from the middle
parking area. | have had great success in this
stretch. | was using a mini leech and Ultra
Scud combo on an intermediate sinking line.
Bartlett started with an indicator and scud
to see which method would be best. | got a
clue as to how my day was going to go on my
sixth cast. My rod shuddered as a huge fish
grabbed my fly and tore off down stream. It
came up to the surface made a big slashing
swirl and then broke me off. | was using a
seven-pounder leader! While | was putting
everything back together Bartlett hooked two

h f sh th d fish, landing one. When | was able to get back ;
of numbers of wild fish present in the rivers, the tW?t?]trigz?EgcrE; gto(r)d ?s gpgl gg e Iec)gr?rﬁti??ggrfo g 9 had hooked at least 35 fish between us. Most of

find placid, flowing water.

to fishing I found some more fish that liked
the leech and lost a couple more and landed a
couple smaller fish.

them were 14 to 16 inches.

You can see why | like fishing at
Rocky Ford when steelhead fishing is not an
option. | am also looking forward to getting up
to Rufus Woods Reservoir. | am getting some
good reports of triploids being caught, and that
the walleye fishing had picked up, too.

We had worked our way down to the

stream, and at that point we decided to take
a break, grab a bite and “re-tool”. | switched
from my 10-foot, five weight rod to a nine-

Have a great Thanksgiving everyone,

decided to try a sinking line for the balance of and | hope to see you on the water!

the day. | had been hooking a lot of fish, but

float the Methow fly fishing for them, and even  yorking. There were even fish taking dry flies. luck.
pulled plugs on the Wenatchee. | have agood \ypen | mentioned that | hoped there were some

number of punches on my card and have seen
some real dandies landed this season. | did
feel the need to try something different, and
fly fishing at Rocky Ford Creek near Ephrata
is something I like to do in the winter. When

hungry, dumb fish waiting for me, he replied 1 )
that in fact the lower end of the creek had been *“island” below the bridge and began casting. |
recently planted and might just find what | was had tied on an orange leech, just for the heck of
looking for in that area of the stream.

We marched straight down to the

Reach Dave at:
www.FishingMagician.com
it, and was drifting it without an indicator at the or Fishboy@nwi.net

head of the hole. The trout loved it! | hooked
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884-3558 www.bobfeil.com
The Place To Buy A Boat!
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CUMMINS DURAMAX - POWERSTROKLE

Tived of taking your 6.0L Powetrstroke Diesel
back for the same problem?

Let us be the Solution for your Headaches.

WE DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME

221 Park St. * Next to 7-11 » Behind Car Wash - 063-6308

"BLACK FRIDAY SALE

Discounts on EVERYTHING in the store!

November 21st, 23rd & 24th
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2131 Sunset Hwy. East Wenatchee
Monday-Friday - 8:30-5:30
Saturday - 9-4:30
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Radical 453

_ With Gortex 1 Year
Waterproof Guarantee

Buy 5 Pairs of Socks
Get 1 FREE!

ALN% 662-8472
A 714 %A 811. 5. Wenatchee Ave
FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR BB A 0N V=8 -2

ArmySurplus sales!

Army, Trailers - Camo Netting
Storage Lockers

(509) 662-1668
MIKE-(509) 670-7836




