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 Once again, steelhead fi shing is in 
the news.  This time it is the announcement 

that the season has closed, prior to the hoped 
March 31 extension.  Anglers had put their 

gear away last Sunday evening.  It was great 
to get a few more days, though.  Now on to 

spring fi shing!

 My fi shing buddy Rollie Schmitten 
and I had a great trip last week.  We traveled 
north on the Columbia River, practically to 
the Canadian Border to Northport.  This 

small town, about 30 miles north of Kettle 
Falls is right on the Columbia, where it still 
runs wild and free.  I wanted to go since I 
heard of the great trout fi shing in the early 

spring.

 At the Pasco Sports Show I met 
Art Grobben.  He and his wife Nina own and operate 
Lazy Daze Retreats (lazy-daze-retreats.com), and Art 
arranged two days of fi shing with a couple of local 
guides.  Rollie and I were going to try for rainbow 
and walleye, too.  The Grobbens hosted us in their 
main lodge which was way beyond my expectations 

and beats anything I have ever experienced.  We 
were greeted each morning by a fl ock of wild turkeys 

off the patio and the comforts, décor, and views at 
the lodge were amazing. 

 On the fi rst morning Brian Day, of Day 
Fishing, met us at the Lazy Days Retreats dock.  We 

ran up the river to a nice bay that was within sight of 
the border, that he called the Boundary.  We rigged 
up with spinning rods and jigs, tipped with crawlers 
and went to work.  It was snowing at the time and 
the hole only produced one burbot so we moved on 

to a huge bay that is known as Deadman’s.  This 
eddy is just off the main fl ow of the Columbia and 
offers some smooth water for jigging.  We landed a 
few walleye missed a bunch of hits and released two 

small sturgeon.  

 We dropped Art Grobben off at the lodge 
and ran further down stream to and through a cut 

Day called The Dalles.  This is the narrowest part of 
the Columbia I have ever seen.  Rock bluffs pinch 

the river into a gap that is only a couple of hundred 
yards wide.  When the spring runoff hits, this spot 

rages with current.  Standing waves and huge 
whirlpools prevent boats from attempting to navigate 
the river. It also prevents the passage of walleye, so 

incredible numbers are caught here then.

 Day ran us well below the narrow cut 
and into a deep bay.  We were fi shing our jigs as 

deep as 80 feet and there were walleye around.  
We all got our baits picked a few times and 

ended up with seven small walleye in the live 
well when the wind made it diffi cult to keep 

our ½ ounce jigs on the bottom.  This was my 
fi rst introduction to the very upper Columbia 

and it was spectacular.  In addition to the 
very impressive, big water we fi shed and ran 
through, we also saw lots of deer and eagles. 
Brian Day has been on this part of the river 
for years, and really knows his stuff. It was a 
real pleasure being out on the water with him.

 The next morning we were met by Justin 
Hotchkiss, of Far North Charters.  His 

specialty was fi shing for the big trout that 
inhabited this stretch of the Columbia.  Trout 

fi shing in this area is good year-round, but the best 
chance of getting a really big rainbow, up to 10 

pounds, is best in March.  He also gets some large 
cutthroat then, too. 

 Hotchkiss motored down stream a ways 
and set the boat’s nose up river, and used a bow-

mount electric to control our drift and keep us near 
the seams that he wanted us to cast to.  To the end 
of our leaders he attached large, brown bullet head 
streamers.  The current lines off points or bars in 

eight to ten feet of water was what Hotchkiss liked.  
This is where the big rainbow would be staging for 

the spawn.  He had already spotted some reds.

 On our second drift Schmitten hooked 
a good fi sh.  It turned out to be a bright rainbow of 
about 3 pounds!  This was what we were looking 

for and we were anxious for more.  Rollie hooked 
another fi sh that really put a bend in his rod and 

when he got it up next to the boat we were surprised 
to see that it was a whitefi sh—a large one.  Not long 
after I hooked a fi sh which was another whitefi sh, 

only bigger!  

 We landed one more whitefi sh in this 
part of the river and then headed across to a very 

large bar on the opposite bank.  This was a perfect 
drift for these big rainbow, and they were there. I 

was switching between a Stone Fly and the streamer 
and was now using a 22-foot, 300-grain sink tip.  

This was really getting down and I hooked two fi sh 
and Schmitten three on this bar.  Nothing to the net 
though.  We tried one more great looking spot, but 
the wind began to blow a good 30 mph plus and we 

headed in.

 I can’t say enough about our experience 
in Northport. We met some great people and saw 

some impressive water.   You can contact Brian Day 
via e-mail at bdayn@aol.com, and Justin Hotchkiss 

by logging onto farnorthcharters.com.

 Next week I am going to head down to 
the Basin and check on the lakes that opened on 

April 1st.  I’ll let you know where to go for the best 
early season trout fi shing at the many lakes in the 

Columbia Wildlife Refuge!

Reach Dave at:  www.FishingMagician.com
or Fishboy@nwi.net

FAMILY SHOES & REPAIR

Radical 453

With Gortex 1 Year 
Waterproof Guarantee

For Huntin, Hikin, or FishinFor Huntin, Hikin, or Fishin

662-8472
811. S. Wenatchee Ave
Open : Sat. 8-4 • Tues.-Fri 8-6

Buy 5 Pairs of Socks
Get 1 FREE!

221 Park St.• Next to 7-11 • Behind Car Wash • 663-6308663-6308

Better Fuel Economy!Better Fuel Economy!
Full Service Repair!Full Service Repair!

BRAKES • BALL JOINTS
EXHAUST • A/C SERVICE

COMPLETE LIGHT TRUCK SERVICE!

We We HaveHave Moved
 Moved

REPOWER WITH EVINRUDE!REPOWER WITH EVINRUDE!Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.Lyle’s Boats & Motors Inc.
(509) 663-5191 • (800) 750-2318(509) 663-5191 • (800) 750-2318

5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere5970 Sunburst Lane Cashmere
Get an Early Start!Get an Early Start! 15-300 HP

Where Do You Want To Go?Where Do You Want To Go?

Reservations are Filling Up Fast So

BOOK NOW
For The Best Availability!

5th Wheels • Motorhomes
Travel Trailers

Freedom 
RV Rentals

Freedom 
RV Rentals

www.

.net

509-665-6490 WENATCHEE, WA



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


